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Importance of getting your research read

Why is it important to have your research read/viewed?

�Making research visible

�Establishing your research profile

� Impact

How do you do this?

� Publishing in reputable publishing routes

� Exploring new routes and venues

� Developing and establishing you research networks



Academic journal publishing

• Academic journal publishing in the UK up by 5% to £1.1bn - digital 
revenues accounting for 95% (2015)

• Journals are a core part of the process of scholarly communication 

• Journals do not just disseminate information, they also provide a 
mechanism for the registration of the author’s precedence 

• Journals maintain quality through peer review and provide a fixed 
archival version for future reference 

• They also provide an important way for scientists to navigate the ever-
increasing volume of published material 

• http://www.stm-assoc.org/2015_02_20_STM_Report_2015.pdf



The benefits of publishing

• Inform research community

• Satisfy supervisors/funders/institutional drivers

• Build a reputation

• Add credibility

• Increase employability

• Fulfil expectations



A broader perspective

Scholarly publishing is different from other forms of 
publishing, with these 5 important characteristics:

• Registration (recognition of previous scholarly results)

• Certification (establishing the validity of the scholarly 
claim)

• Dissemination (others awareness of scholarly claim)

• Archiving and preservation (maintaining scholarly record)

• Indexing and discovery (impact and citation)



Impact has many dimensions 



What are metrics?

• Quantitative measures designed 

to help evaluate research outputs

• Many types of metric available but 

this presentation focuses on those 

designed to help track the 
attention received by research 

outputs 

• Majority of metrics focus on 

papers published in academic 

journals, but metrics for other 

research outputs are in 

development



Important considerations

Impact doesn’t necessarily = excellence

Metrics can be influenced by a number of 
external factors:

– academic discipline

– Different stages in a research career

– Metrics are intended to be used in 
conjunction with qualitative measures 
such as peer-review



What to use metrics for and when

• Different metrics available (a basket of metrics)

• Each uses different calculations and data to assess 
different aspects of research publication

Important to use the appropriate metric for the question 
you're trying to answer!

We shall explore:

• Deciding where to publish your work

• Promoting yourself and your research

• Assessing research performance and benchmarking

• Exploring your field and finding influential authors



Source: 
https://libraryconnect.elsevier.com/articles/librarian-
quick-reference-cards-research-impact-metrics



Deciding where to publish your work

• Metrics can help identify journals which receive 

more attention on average than others

• Publishing in a highly-cited or highly-discussed 

journal can raise profile of your work and boost 

your CV

• Each tool indexes a different range of 

publications, so expect different results/citation 

counts (different coverage)

• Recommendation: use at least two tools in 

conjunction to provide accurate assessment 



Citation counts and indexes

• Three main datasets which have multi-disciplinary coverage of research and 
the citations associated with the research:

– Web of Science (Clarivate Analytics)

– Scopus (Elsevier)

– Google Scholar

These services allow you to:

• count citations - find out how many others have cited a given work

• cited reference search - find out which articles have cited a previously 

published work

• citation alerts - find out when a newly published article cites a previously 
published work

• citation reports - for a variety of statistics relating to an author

• citation maps -find related material and shared citations



Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate Analytics)

• Measures research influence and impact at the journal 
and category levels

• Shows the relationship between citing and cited journals

• Trace a journal’s impact over time

Access is through Web of Science

Training resources: http://clarivate.com/scientific-and-
academic-research/research-evalution/journal-citation-
reports/



Journal Impact Factors (JIF)

• An impact factor represents the average number of 
citations in a year given to those papers in a journal that 
were published during the two preceding years. 

• Reflects current impact and/or popularity of a journal

Access is via Web of Science

Training resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=0RPsv
gfi0RY



Turn to Scopus,
the world’s most connected research database

64+ million
Content records

21,568
Journal 

titles

5,000
publishers

131,000+
Book titles

7.5 million
Conference 
papers, from 

over 90,000 
global events

Scopus is updated daily so you never miss the latest 
information.



Turn to Scopus
for broad coverage across all subject areas

Health
Sciences

31%

Search across 12,900+ Health Science titles; 31% of Scopus 
publications.



Author metrics

Used to assess the output and scholarly impact of 

an individual author's research. 

These metrics may be used for:

• applications for tenure

• assessments for promotion or probation

• applications for research funding awards



Author metrics

• Total number of papers / total number of citations

• The (Hirsch) h-index of an author is the number of their 
publications (h) which have been cited at least h times.

• The (Egghe) g-index of an author is a adaptation of the h-
index which gives more weight to an authors more highly 
cited papers.

Google Scholar

• Tracks citations to your publications

• View publications by colleagues

• Appear in Google Scholar search results



Measuring your impact on the scholarly web



Google Scholar metrics



Who is talking about my research?

Alternative or complementary metrics (often called altmetrics)

• Focus on online activity to reveal how research is being shared 
and discussed

• Research outputs include software, research data, conference 
presentations, performances etc.

• Track mentions, likes and shares on a variety of platforms

• Provide a 'live' picture of how research is being shared and 
discussed

• Incorporated into publisher's platforms and academic 
databases

Important to remember that altmetrics are complementary to 
bibliometrics and are not a replacement



Advantages of altmetrics

• Quicker to accumulate than citation-based 
metrics

• Capture more diverse impacts than citation-
based metrics

• Apply to more than journal articles and 
books



Limitations

•Altmetrics don’t tell the whole story

•potential for gaming of altmetrics

•more research into their use is needed





Altmetric donut

• measures social media 
attention

• now counts mentions 

in news stories and 

policy documents

• donut implemented in 

many research 
platforms or can be 

invoked on the fly by 

downloading the  
bookmarklet



Altmetric bookmarklet

Easy to follow instructions for installing the Altmetric 
bookmarklet may be found here:

https://www.altmetric.com/products/free-tools/bookmarklet/

Once installed in your Bookmarks toolbar, you can invoke a 
donut for the paper you are reading on the screen – so long 
as that paper has a unique Digital Object Identifier (DOI).

Internet Explorer is not recommended



Parkes, A., Sweeting, H., Wight, D. and Henderson, M. (2013) Do television 

and electronic games predict children's psychosocial adjustment? 

Longitudinal research using the UK Millennium Cohort Study. Archives of 

Disease in Childhood, 98(5), pp. 341-348. (doi:10.1136/archdischild-2011-

301508)



Getting started with altmetrics

• Write a lay summary of your research

• Upload and make available your data, posters, images 
etc.

• Build your online profile (blog or guest blog)

• Make your work open access

• Make sure your have a researcher ID (ORCID ID)

• Always link to a page that includes your research’s unique 
identifier (e.g. DOI, PubMed ID)

• Install the free bookmarklet to view the online shares and 
mentions of an article with a single click

https://www.altmetric.com/



News outlets

• Over 1,300 sites

• Manually curated list

• Text mining

• Global coverage

Social media 
and blogs

• Twitter, Facebook, 

Google+, Sina Weibo

• Public posts only

• Manually curated list

Reference 
managers

• Mendeley, CiteULike

• Reader counts

• Don’t count towards the 

Altmetric score

Other sources

• YouTube

• Reddit

• F1000

• Pinterest

• Q&A

Policy documents

• NICE Evidence

• Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change

• Gov.uk

• More…

Altmetric data sources



Impact Story
https://impactstory.org/



What is research data?

Research data is material that is created or 

collected and informs and validates research 
outputs. It can be in digital or non-digital format 

and includes, for example, photographs, interview 

recordings, Excel spreadsheets, medical 

specimens, NVivo files and paper records.



Images from http://office.microsoft.com/en-gb/images



Funders’ requirement

“Publicly funded research data are a public 
good, produced in the public interest, which 
should be made openly available with as 
few restrictions as possible in a timely 

and responsible manner that does not harm 
intellectual property.”

RCUK Common Principles on Data Policy

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/datapolicy/



Funders’ requirement

“Horizon 2020 European Commission

to open up publicly funded research data”

• Open data pilot

• Make data needed to validate results available to   all

• €3 billion for those participating in open data pilot

• Research data is as important as publications

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h202
0/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-data-
mgt_en.pdf



Which funder requires data sharing?



Publishers’ requirement



Research data citation

• Data citation allows the impact of data to be 

tracked

• Increases your citation potential

• Gene expression microarray data studies that 

made data available in a public repository 

received 9% (95% confidence interval: 5% to 

13%) more citations

– Piowar H. & Vision T. (2013) “Data reuse and 

the open data citation advantage” PeerJ 

http://peerj.com/articles/175/

16/05/2017 © The University of Sheffield



Good RDM practice and data sharing

• Leading global health bodies 
including academic journals, NGOs, 
research funders and institutes, were 
committed to sharing data and results 
relevant to the Zika crisis and future 
public health emergencies as rapidly 
and openly as possible

• Researchers are expected to share 
data at the earliest opportunity, once 
they are adequately controlled for 
release and subject to any 
safeguards required to protect 
research participants and patients



Figshare data deposit



Open access publishing



What is Open Access anyway?

• Open access (OA) means unrestricted | online access | 
to research outputs

• peer-reviewed academic journal articles, conference 
papers, theses, book chapters, research data and monographs.





Making your paper open access

The Gold route

Publish in an open access or hybrid journal.

Business model: researchers pay a fee for publishing 
services, access is free to the reader

The Green route

Publish in a subscription journal but make a copy of your 
final manuscript (AAM) open access via the University 
Library.

Business model: libraries pay subscriptions on behalf of 
their readers; many publishers allow researchers to make 
content freely available after an embargo period



Traditional publishing model

NONOYou write up your findings
pre-refereed manuscript

You choose a journal and submit

Editor organises peer review

You revise your work
refereed manuscript

Editor accepts your revised MS

Journal goes to work on your MS

Libraries subscribe to the journal

You paper is published
final version of record

Only registered library users can read your work



Publishing under Open Access
Self-archiving or the `Green route’

You write up your findings
pre-refereed manuscript

You choose a journal and submit

Editor organises peer review

You revise your work
refereed manuscript

Editor accepts your revised MS

Journal goes to work on your MS

Libraries subscribe to the journal

You paper is published
final version of record

Registered library users can read your 

work
Everyone can read your work

You now self archive this version
in Leicester Research Archive



OA researcher benefits 



Open Access citation advantage

Increased visibility leads 
to greater public 
engagement and 
accessibility.

The Wellcome Trust report 
that open access articles 
they have funded 
were downloaded 89% 
more when compared with 
access-controlled content.

• OA articles are 2.1 times 
more likely to be cited in 
the first 4-10 months after 
publication and 2.9 times 
as likely to be cited 10-16 
months after publication

• Eysenbach G (2006) Citation Advantage of Open Access 
Articles. PLoS Biology, 4(5), May 
2006.http://www.plosbiology.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journ
al.pbio.0040157



Questions and thank-you.


